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FOREWORD

_Several years ago,Dorothy Helmer,who had carried
on an actlive correspondence with a number of Lipscomb des-
cendants,all involved in research on some branch of the fam-
ily,conceived the idea of compiling and publishing all of
the garnered material.She herself had spent years in an in-
tense study of the records of pre-1800 Lipscombs.Data on the
family had appeared in print - but published records were of
necessity fragmentary,zenerally dealing largely with one bran-
ch or individuals of a specific area.

The purpose of this projected publication would be
three-fold: to provide in one source book all early available
records of the Lipscomb family:to replace where possible roman-
ticlzed tradition with documented evidence;and to preserve for
coming generations information gathered by a large numoer of
descendants and in many cases involving material from their
own family files - 5ible records,letters,obituariec and tomb-
stone inscriptions - ephemeral material unknown to the general
researcher and subject to eventual loss or destruction.

It seemed appropriate that this book should be pub-
lished in the year 1979 - the tercentenary of the first app-
earance of the progenitor,Ambrose Lipscomb, in American records.

In addition to contributing her data on the early
Linscombs,iiiss Helmer undertook the burden of editing the com-
pilation - organizing all manuscripts into a cohesive whole,
numbering generations,indexing,making publishing arrangements
and providing financial backing.

Tne Lipscombs were a prolific family; it seems prob-
able that every state numbers among its innabitants individuals
carryinz Lipscomt blood,if not the Lipscomb name.All of these
descendants owe Miss Helmer a great debt of gratitude for her
years of labor in producinz this Lipscomb Family ‘orkbook.

Mary /. steffens
May,1979









































































































































































































