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FOREWORD 

Several years ago.Dorothy Helmer.who had carried 
on an active correspondence with a number of Lipscomb des­
cendants,all involved in research on some branch of the fam­
ily .conceived the idea of compiling and publishing all of 
the garnered material.She herself had spent years in an in­
tense study of the records of pre-1800 Lipscombs.Data on the 
family had appeared in print - but published records were of 
necessity fragmentary.generally dealing largely with one bran­
ch or individuals of a specific area* 

The purpose of this projected publication would be 
three-foldi to provide in one source book all early available 
records of the Lipscomb familysto replace where possible roman­
ticized tradition with documented evidence sand to preserve for 
coming generations information gathered by a large numoer jf 
descendants and in many cases involving material from their 
own family files - iible records.letters,obituaries and tomb­
stone inscriptions - ephemeral material unknown to the general 
researcher and subject to eventual loss or destruction. 

It seemed appropriate that this book snould be pub­
lished in the year 1979 - the tercentenary of the first app­
earance of the oro^enitor,Amorose Lioscomb, in American records 

^ *m.J • •" 

In addition to contributing her data on the early 
Lipscombs.i'/iiss Helmer undertook the burden of editing the com­
pilation - organizing all manuscripts into a cohesive whole, 
numbering generations.indexing,making publishing arrangements 
and providing financial backing. 

The Lipscombs were a prolific familyi it seems prob­
able that every state numbers among its inhabitants individuals 
carrying Lipscomb blood,if not the Lipscomb name.All of these 
descendants owe Miss Helmer a great debt of gratitude for her 
years of labor in producing this Lipscomb Family orkbook. 

Mary L Jteffens 
May,1979 



LIPSCOMB FAMILT HISTORT WORKBOOK 

INTRODUCTION 

Back, in a letter of 1941f Ida Johnson Lee,who had done a great amount of 
Lipscomb research, wrote to Lawrence Yancey Lipscomb of Rome, Georgia — 

wAt one time I was ambitious enough to think I might publish a history 
of the Lipscomb Family. I collected a good deal of data and when Mrs. 
Herbert Lipscomb (husband a descendant of Bernard) died she gave me what 
she had but I found I did not have the time or the money to get up the 
material as I wished. The markets arc flooded with genealogical litera­
ture which is not complete and not authentic and I did not wish to add 
to this." 

My sentiments are much the same - about "publishing11 a Lipscomb Family His­
tory, especially because of the many unbridgable gaps which require much 
conjecture for spanning. And yet, it does seem advisable to set down on 
paper some bits of the reams of data which have been collected during the 
past over-ten years of concentrated study and research, using, as a basis, 
those preserved records of dedicated persons like Ida Lee, 

Future generations may be glad to have this material, and I do hope they'll 
be able to further the research with whatever documentation comes to light 
here in America as yml l as in England. Others will surely be curious about 
our heritage,- going back to our immigrant ancestor, AMBROSE LIPSCOMB I. 

We've been so grateful to those earlier researchers who left a skeleton on 
which to build the trunk of the early family tree. One prime help has been 
the article by Ida Lee (a Mourning lipscomb descendant) in "'illiara and Kary 
Quarterly, 2nd Series, Vol.6, pl3S~145, in which she briefly abstracted the 
main Lipscomb items from the remnants of early King William Co,f Virginia, 
Court records. 

The damage to these records was caused by a fire in the Court House, In the 
Clerk's Office, late at night, in 1685. An account of the incident is given 
in "The G<*unty Court Note Book", Vol.11 p2, — somewhat as follows when 
the Clerk saw the still smoldering ruins early in the morning he went back 
home and to bed. But, about 12 o'clock a bystander noticed some volumes 
holding together and he pulled them out and poured water on them. How won­
derful that that bystar.der made it cossible for us to have many pages- tho* 
with burned edges ani somewhat mutilated - that would otherwise have been 
completely destroyed. At that, practically all the records from around 1725 
to 1785 are missing. Eventually workers re-sorted the damaged oa^es, and 
Vi?A project indexed them, and much can be gleaned from them. That 50-60 
year gap (2 to 3 generations) of records of ;Vills, deeds, etc., however, 
creates many problems in trying to out families together. 

Elizabeth Hawea Hyland (also a probable Lipscomb descendant) performed a 
tremendous task. After the pages had been reeorted, she briefly abstracted 
oractically every document, page by page, into notebooks, uo until her eyes 
would not permit more work on these mutilated records, r̂ut she covered mar*y 
of the King William Co. books, leaving a note on the last page, hoping that 
someone would canyon her project. As yet, unfortunately, no one has. 




































































































































